
 

 
 

The Problem 
The stray animal population is a quality of life problem that has an impact on the public safety and public 
health of communities in the Greater Houston area. Fortunately, it is a solvable problem, and once it is 
rectified the lives of people in these neighborhoods will improve instantly. 
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Percentage of residents identifying the most 
significant problem in their neighborhood. 

 
City of Houston 311 stray animal calls by zip code (2012–2016) 

 
The above heat map identifies those areas where the 
greatest number of calls regarding stray animals are 
generated from. The darkest areas had a minimum of 
2,400+ calls. 

Hurricane Harvey 
 

During Hurricane Harvey, 796 animals were housed at 
the temporary shelter at NRG; only 36 were claimed. 

 
Financial Resources 
Houston PetSet grantees have spent 3x times the amount of 
money within the animal welfare space as compared to the 
combined City and County spend. 
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Rice Kinder Houston Area Survey (2018) 

More than 1 in 4 
Harris County residents say that stray dogs or cats 
are a very serious problem in their neighborhood. 

 

A total of 54% of Harris, 
Montgomery, and Fort Bend 

County residents identified that 
stray dogs and cats are a problem 

in their neighborhood. 
 
 

Data Driven Insights 
Houston PetSet commissioned Rice University’s Houston 
Action Research Team to conduct a study of the state of 
animal welfare in the Greater Houston area and compare 
it to other cities. The study, combined with the Kinder 
Survey, grantee partner surveys, and additional 
research points, fuels Houston 
PetSet’s data driven  approach 
to identifying solutions 
that best serve the 
community. 
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